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RETURN OF THE

MAKED ARTICHOKE.

Don Studcbakedt.

Its not so much that I mind
the Ieukemia, Or dying of a rare ¢
kind of bone canccr. I can take a R : - {:‘)
little pain. - I can stand the . : \

slight curdling of thc nomogonizcd .
milk in thc morming, and the Stronfum 90
doesn't taste all that bad. The thrce~foot

" roaches in thc cellar (and the ants in the baek yard, '
armed with tiny spears) could be tolcrated or fought off, My ramb?ing rose
can ramble all over town if it wishes,as :L‘i: apparantly does, Those .
man-eating parakects arc quitc nelpful in keeping away tax-collectorse.

Howevor, -~— I*'1l not putup with a cold nose in mid-Julyl

Pleasc don't get the idea that I'm anti-American,Neither am I
anti~Russian. I'm not anti-anybody (except nosc~cold). I dontt care
if you gest your prescious bombs all year 'round. Just kindly do it
somcwhere else! Te put it shortly. Get Out Of My World}

I can remembor a.time whon Eastor was a time warm and f‘ragrant
with the smell of orocus buds bursting through the thawing black
carth. When ;)onqu:\.ls and daffodild poked their sensual blossoms outb
of a slowly greening grass and waved radiant and golden in dhe sunllgn’{:.
Thoese things scom now to be a merc memory of my generation,and not a
common experience with the young.

A few wecks ago I had the privilege of attending The End Of
The World. This was a special showing of the Franklin Institute in
their planctarium. The script was bad, much of it copped from old
Asimov essays in Astounding,(not %o indicate that Asimov essays are
bad, but tha®t the copping was
ill nandled) almost word
for word in places,
But a rather inberesiing
point was illustwrated,
and I have siczed uponr
it for cercbration.

Alio'.%r' me to cxplain;-

Dust in the atmbsphere
refleets the Sun's

i radiations. A very dusty
o : atmosphere,such as
Verus,acts as a mirror.
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The radiation rcflected by this
"Mirror" obviously does not rcach ™
the surfacc of the planct.

If, for some rcason, (such as
the cruptlon of a volcano) there is
morc dust in thc air than is usual
for the timc of ycar,lcss solar
radiation will rcach thc surfacc
than is usual for that timec of yeary

Nowr; Say it is springtimc -
Early springtimce~ A voleano crupts
and hurls tons ‘of dust into thc air,
A grecatcer than usual ammount of - . .
solar radiation is rcflectcd into N ST\9P églé"_[‘ll\m hE
spacce The temperaturc ncar the surface CRRE
of the planct rcmains lowecr than
normal,and it snows latc into springtimc,

The snow, a rcflcetive surfacce in itsclf, throws

back somc of thc radiation such as docs recach the

surfadc, possibly wcll past the timc when the doloanie

dust has scttled. Although the samc ammount of radiation as is usual
for th¢ time of ycar may now be reaching the surface,more of it

than is usual is being reflectcd by the snow,

Gcntlc Reader, do you begin to sec the pattern?.

Say that just as thc snow from springtimc is melting,anothcér
volcano cruptse Agaln, the dust rcflcets the radiation, the Warmthe
It was a cool spring, becausc of the latc snow; now it grcne
colder. Maybc we have a little snovw in July.

If a third volcano should crupt,just as this snow is meclting -
what kind of “vintcr can we cxpect? A damn cold onc, you may ‘bet
your jolly snov shoesy And, if by summcr, or thc ant spring,yct
another volceno should crunt our severe w1ntcr could cxtend woll
into ncxt summcr.

As the glacicrs began to reform, morc and morc of the Sun's
prccious radiation is reflected. The morc smov covering the |
surfacé, thc morc radiation is rcflecteds The more rcflection,the
lower tm, temperaturc drops - and the morc snow we have, Now, as
the win@ howls around our pink Bcrmuda cottagcs, the glaoicrs
are moving Southseeecess”

Before the scicntists in the audlcncc start telling me why th:sjj”;%ﬁ '
can't happen, 'why it won't happcn', allow mc to make one brief -
statement.

It Alrcady Has, at least to a partial degrcc. Checok
your nlstory books,do a little carrelation, and you'll find
that in the 01gntcen hundrcds therc was a pcriod of ingense
volcanic activity,follewed by one of the worst,if not the worst,
winter in recorded history. Thc history buffs out tncrc can
probably supply cxact dates and figures. =



Now- docs tne figurc eight or cighteen,cruptions,sound a little
more likely?. Therc were not ncarly that many in the frozen years
of the eightecn-nundreds of which I spoke,if I recall, lWhat was
the winter like aftcr Kraketoa? How many cruption would it take
to bring on another ice age? What arc the odds against 1t?,

That Sterling Individual,George Scithers,(the man who only
makes mistakes to make other pcople fecl better) has gone-to greak
pains to explain to me why we arc not likely to blow.oursclves out
of orbit with a bomb, Why, it would takc considerably morc encrgy
than we arc likely to expend - and how other things would probably
happen first. George, I understand, is with the Military. ( High
Priest of the Pentagon?).

T wondcr how much dust we can kick up irith a thirty megaton
hydrogen bomb? I wonder how maty thirty-megaton bombs it takcs
to equal onc volcano.

I remember, when I was in school, the lovely summer we had.
We foudd little statements in our basic-sciencec books to the cffcct
that Earth was headed for another tropic,or sub-tropic,age. The
books weord surc that e had several hundred thousand ycars before
we had to worry about an icc age.

The climate did scem to be getting warmér.There were some
chilly years, and then it got pleasant again. There were some
ungnhodly hot summers, but nothing with temecratures consistantly
above onc hundrcd. ' '

Then the Test Moratorium was forsaken; first by Russia,then
by the United States,and then, last winteresces

Shivering in ny fur-lined boots I. walked through the threce-foot
drifts of snow in thc heart of the city. Briggdes had been ‘
cfficiently organised to sprinklc salt on the sidevalks,but the
temperature dropped daily below zero.Constantly,it was freezinge.
The worst wintcr,the commentators said,sincces.e.the 1800s »

BANTHEBOMBs hiverBANTHEBOMBS hiverBANTHEBOMBs hiverBANTHEBCMBshiver

Dcpt. of Fashion Conscious Fans;- .
Somebody suggested,last Mailing
or so, that Amerisa had lost ‘out on fashion leadership. They
furthur suggested that we should adapt scnsible clothing as the
fashion. Apropos the cold weathecr warning above, they suggested
that we wecar Astrakhan hats. :

#lell, don't start waveing the red flag, but this sensible
person has been wearing one all winter,and intends to as long as
it's cold. Aside from the fact that they are warm, they stay on,
they keep your ears’ warm, (you can wear them on a moter-oyele
doing sixty miles an hour,in sub-zero temerature,as I have done)
and Tumerous other advantages, they add a note of dash when
worn at the proper angle,(aimed to the.fight,and down) «

In the city here,théy have caught on and become fashicnable,



I wandér through the streets with a neavy white scaxf
wrapped tightly in an ancient brown overcoat.(It may well be the
same overcoat to whicn tne aria in 'La Bohéme' is sung), my black
Wellington hoots clack sharply on the pavement,my  sunglasses
protect my eyesy from the glare of the snow. My grey gloves
serve their purpose., On occasidn I draw from my inside pocket a
small, Jugoslavian,shepherds' flutes Upon it I play snatches of
Debussey,Faurt, or Webern.esee. B

DEATHTOTHEWARMDNGERSDEATHTOALEMARMONGERSDEATHTOAILWARMDNGERSETC

‘T have met George Willick only omoe.fy single impression
was that he was Were. I've met a good many people in my time,of
all kinds and shapes, from Nubian's with gold earrings, to octogenerian
delinquants, but Willick, more strongly than anyone I have ever met,
exnudes &n air of the Supernatural. : '

I believe it was at the sixty-tvo Lunacen that I met him;
briefly: ne vas giving a speech. (If I recall,the speoch )
condemned fans and fanzines as .
being veritably worthless to
the pros.) He ware a natty little
suit and was immaculately tailored
in a tall,thin way. Rather as if
E1l Greco had painted a tventieth
century Satan. I never really had a
chance to talk to him,so I could
make no evaluation of "his
character; not a valid one, at
any ratee. _
Someone,vno shall be
rnameless, later commented that
#illick was a rather hice guy;
- simply that he was'a natural
born trouble-maker.That making.
trouble was nis reason for living.
I don't knov George well enough
to evaluate tnis statement,but
T would be inclined to believe it.
Not that I would hold it
against him$ I don't hold it
against a pigeon that has no
control over its digestive mechanism, :
and therefore may,through no conscious intent,exoreat upon me. I
have no malioe for a mad dog, once the pain of the bite ané the
anti-texin needles has subsided. The intelleot, the soul, mannaot .
alwvays oyer—ride‘themfuhctions of the body, Adrenaline P
affects reaction. ' e ™

Judy Mefril was guest of honour at this years Iunaesn, She said
lots of things, sometimes, I felt, on the verge of a very
unproffessional tear o two, and obviously trying to enoke Govn her
Shoked up feelings. One of the things she said corserned her staius
as a proe. Specifically, that she had to prove it to nerself
contimally, that she couldn't quite believe anything so wonderfule
She said that this 'oroving' might acceunt for the fact that she
sometimes ants 'snotty!.She still considers nerself orimarilly a fan.



Have you Britons found Artaur Charles Clarke 'anti-fan’ in your
experience with him?. The people who met him on his trip to the U.S.
did not find him so. I've heard many stories of his charm. From his
personal life, I should find it difficult to conceive of his beirg
prejudiced toward any group of people.

I, a lowly fan, was privileged to attend a pro. party at the
Chicon last summer. By Lam I was dead tired, too tired to see anyone
or anything, and not from liquor. But I aldn't want to leave, and I
aouldn' -t. I felt good there, I felt more sense of belonging at that
party than at many fan gatherings I've attended. (This is not to say
I don't like fan parties just as well---I said 'many' fan gatherings,
not all) Pritz Leiber and Addreinne Martine finally convinced me that
I should try and negotiate the halls while I still could.

I had never met Fritz Leiber before, but he was concerned
enough over a lovly fan to take trouble w1tn a stranger,

Don't talk to me about nasty old pro's.,George ¥illicke I may
not be the most‘'faanish gor beloved) fan in the world,you might even
say that I'm obnoxious, (a lot of people have said so,and they are
probably right. But I'm me). I'm not easy to get’ along with, and,
neaven knows, it takes. patience to like me; or even to stand me, I .
can truthfully say that the pros. haven't been the least bit
condescending towvard me,

But the proportion of pros. and the proportion of fans I’ve
met ard liked, and still like, are about the same, with perhaps the
pros. a little ahead. I can't picture a really nasty pro. I don't
think he or she would last long enough in the field to have that
* divine epitaph, 'pro', stick. A fan becomes a fan by declaration and
action. A1l he needs to do to remain a fan is to keep active. A pro.
must remain active, and be good at it. He must work for its They are
not all angégs, but neither are they the snide hippocrites
Mre Willick makes them out to be, :

Allow me to make clear at this point that I have no persqnal
animosity for Mr. Willick. I certainly do not wish to damage his
good name. My comments here are solely for the purpose of . OMPA:
publication, which, as Mr,Willick has chosen to bring his little
tirade into our presemce, I feel it quite reasonable and
no-malicious, being confined, as it is, to a small group, to which
Mr.7illick has addressed himself,

Con sider these pages in the light of a conversation. Consider
that OMPA is a room in wnich we have gathered to converse. ( Which
anology is singulary appropriate to the nature of OMPA), Consider
that Mre¥illick has made his statements, and that I have made my
reply. :

At this point in the discourse, imagine that I draw from my
cassosk a silver crucifix and toss it to Mr,Willick, Mr, ¥illick,I
believe, will vanish in a puff of sulpherous smoke,

How many times have you heard a woman say;
"I have some money, but I just don't knov how to invest it" ?,

~- from a commercial on radio,



HO¥ TO WIN THX WAR ¥ITH THE WEST.

A -Persoal Letter to Premier Nikita Khruscheve

- Dear Nikki, : : thigia -
' © " TPts really quite simple, -First you serd a
small army to eonguer a small,unimportant ecountrye Larger nations =~
will be too expensive, and warring on them takes years. Next, you put,
a token government into office. This may best be accomplished by
sending all your undesirable party members to sald small conguered
country, and setting them up as a puppet regiem, They will be very
unpopolar,(being foreigners? and will probably be assasinateds, ot 2
At the same time, you lower border restrictions between the
small,eonquered country and the Dirty Imperialistic Western bations.
This will allow loads of capitalistic spys and rabble rousers to
enter said small conquered country. The dissention they raise with
small mimeograph machines will be welcome reading for the conquercds
(lets face if,Nikki, Pravda is almost as dull as the Wail ST.Journals).

Now, just for the fun of it, send in some old line Stalinists.
They cause a lot of trouble round the Kremlin,and besides,they're
dirty. They will also start instituting reforms of the most unpopular
type. Having taught your dissentive popllace .some basic-Marxis?®
doctrines, you will find that you have a small, easilly controlled
Revolution. Remember that amny revolution is an expression of the
basic rightousness of dialect Materialism. §

‘Once you have the majority of*the populace well riled, let
them get to your puppet government. (Say;Nikki, remdmber the fun we
nad at the Winter Palace?). This allows ydu to kill two birds with
one stone; the undesirables are liquedated by the irate populace,and
you have a good excuse to serd in thosc missiles, tanks,rockets and -
other arms necessary to the maintainence of the Peace. 2y

" Your border guards are too busy to’worry about escaping
refugees, but there is time for that -later on. At this point it is
nccessary to tne sheme that all those refugees should go. (Note;
Label those who go across the border 'capitalist sympathizers'.They
are mire trouble makers, and you don't want them around anyvaye
Not in a well run workers' Paradise). T LT :

Now you are all set. Go o the United Nations and protest
the internal injustices of ‘the Organisation of American States.(That
bit with the shoe was the best satire on American fist-banging
polititions that I've ever seen.Fuuuuuny? But don't try it again,
think of 2 different gag). Try harping on the U.S. Race Prejudice.
That should:cause quite a split betveen the U.S and the - predominantly
Negro nations of the Southern Hemispheres:

About this time you can easé’up and witndraw your troops -from
that small conguered country. You might even throw in a moratorium on
Muclear Weapons Testing. Its a cinch the West won't do that first.
Capitalism is bound to the.idea of quarantee of purchasc.They want
tne merchangise wnen its paid for. You can beat them to the lack™of
a punch and garner somé¢ fine propaganda with the Nautral Nationss -
Wnile you're at it, invite Nehru %o Moscow - but make sure its' 7
summer when you do. ' :



See, Nikki, hov simple it is?. You have gained a new
satéllite. Ydu have disposed of some undesirable old line Stalinistse
Tou've disposed of most of the anti-communist element in your new
dominion. You have depleted the complement of Western Spies and
Rabble Reusers located in more strategic centres. You have gained
popularity in the eyes of the World Community. Best of all are those
thousands of refugees,wno, by this time, have gone to the United
States. The first ones to gct there organised bills and legislations
to provide for their oncoming relatives and compatriots. There arec
not enough jobs to go around in America, so it was necessary to
provide them with Relief,

Ah, the glorious, tremendous strain tn Western Eccomomy$
And you have reduced the strain on your own finances. If I do not
underestimate your ingemuity, my dear Nikita, those refugees will be
speaking several languages, and with ethnic cohesion, they will
form language blocks and barriers.

Why, there are unbounded opportunities. Though America, the
UsS., will never close its doors completely, there will be some kind
of limit. Then you can start to fill in the rcst of the Western
Block Nations. Many of them are already overcrowded.

Jell, Comrade, its been a nice chat, but the boys here at
the C.I.A. are coming back from lumeh now, so I'd better sign off.
Just one final word of advice.

That wall you've got in Berlin, It's rather esthetically
offensive. Not ah all in keeping with the ingress gates of a
Workers Paradise. Paint it sometning pleasing, say, for instarnce,
rink, Party Pink.

Yours affectionatly,

--— Don Studebaker. 1963,
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TAKE HECD ~ TAKE HEED  TAKE NDED  TAKE HIED.
the Studebaked fAfiA¢ column is to count as
OMPA ACTIVITY

for STUDEBAKER. only Studebaker, no-one else, see?.
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Ken here Don. just to fill tnis space. I think you're talking
thru' your hairy Astrakhan hat about those volcanoes. Therc
wouldn't be enough dust around to make enough differemnce. Now,
if you were talking in terms of the solar system sweeping thru'
interstellar dust clouds every few thousand years or so, I'd
say you might well have a point. Its not too unlikely either,
since well over 90% of all matter in the univers is in the form
of these aforesaid dust clouds. all. ken.
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